The Constitution of The Circle
As of December 3, 2004

Article I
Name
The name of this student group is The Circle.

Article II
Purpose
The purpose of this student group is to present members with a wide range of religious knowledge, and to provide a place and a forum for people with an interest in religious knowledge to meet and discuss related topics.

Article III
Membership
Section 1.
Member Requirements

A.
Individuals wishing to become members may contact the President through the group website or via email, or in person at one of the meetings.
B.
At least 50.1% of active members must be students enrolled in the University of Alabama; faculty and staff may also be considered members.

C.
Members must be at least eighteen (18) years old if they are not enrolled in The University of Alabama.  Individuals who are under eighteen (18) and wish to become members are required to obtain parental permission before joining.

D.
Members must be respectful of other members and their views; agreement with said views is not required.

Section 2.
Rules and Regulations

A.
Members must follow University, City, County, State, and National laws and regulations at meetings and during group functions and projects.
B.
During group meetings, functions, events, and projects, no cruelty, abuse, or mistreatment of animals is allowed in any form.

C.
Violation of Rules and Regulations during a group meeting, function, event, or project may result in expulsion from the event after a vote of the members present.  This is not a revocation of group membership.

D.
Abuse of the Rules and Regulations may result in a revocation of group membership after a 75% or higher majority vote of group members.

Article IV
Officers
Section 1.
Titles and Election

A.
The officers of the group shall be the President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Bard.
B.
Officers shall be elected at the end of each spring semester.  Active members seeking office may be nominated by other active members of by themselves.

C.
Officers shall be elected to serve for a one year term beginning at the close of the meeting at which they are elected.  Vacancies shall be filled by nomination and voting by a quorum of active members.
Section 2.
Duties and Responsibilities

A.
The President is responsible for presiding over meetings, determining possible schedules, keeping up the group’s website, or nominating someone for this duty.
B.
The Vice President is responsible for filling in for the President, should he/she be absent from a meeting, as-well-as approving schedules on which the members then ratify.
C.
The Treasurer is responsible for all issues pertaining to group money including, but not limited to collection, appropriation, distribution, and handling.
D.
The Bard is responsible for keeping weekly meeting notes and posting them on the group’s website.  This is a rotating position filled by the President, Vice President, and Treasurer, each in turn.
Article V
Meetings
Section 1.
The regular meetings shall be held in the Ferguson Center at 7:00 PM every Wednesday that school is in session, excepting Dead Week, Finals Week, and summer/interim classes, unless another date and/or time and/or location is decided and ratified.
Section 2.
One meeting of the four regularly scheduled meetings each month shall be used for group business.  This includes, but is not limited to the setting and planning of group functions, events, and projects, and changes to the constitution, officers, and meetings.
Section 3.
A quorum of 50.1% of active members is required for any business decision.
Section 4.
Special meetings can be voted upon at least three days before the nominated date and time.
Article VI
Relationships
Currently, the Circle cooperates with the following groups and organizations: the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Tuscaloosa (UUCT); the Tuscaloosa Congregation of Unitarian Universalist Pagans (T-CUUPS); the Alabama Environmental Council (AEC); and the Riverkeeper Alliance.  The Circle currently has no direct relation to, nor is it controlled by, any local, state, or national organization.

Article VII
Committees
The Executive Committee shall consist of the President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer.  This committee shall be used for emergency decisions when the group cannot meet.  Ad hoc committees for group functions, events, and projects shall be formed at least two meetings prior to the function, project, or event, and will be immediately dissolved after the function, project, or event takes place.
Article VIII
Advisor
One or more advisors shall be elected every two years in the same manner as the group’s officers.  The responsibilities of the advisor(s) are to advise The Circle in matters of University of Alabama policies and rules, and to provide appropriate support (e.g. providing signatures for University of Alabama forms).

Article IX
Parliamentary Authority
The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, shall govern The Circle in all cases in which they are applicable and in which they are consistent with the by-laws and special rules of The Circle.
Article X
Amendments
This constitution may be amended at any business meeting or emergency meeting called for the purpose of making an amendment.  Amendments require a 75% or higher majority vote of active members and must be submitted in writing two regular meetings previous to the vote.

Article XI
By-laws
By-laws to this constitution may be added at any business meeting or emergency meeting called for the purpose of making an amendment.  Amendments require a 75% or higher majority vote of active members and must be submitted in writing two regular meetings previous to the vote.

