The study of dragons, either for fun or seriously, is known as Draconology.  Some refer to it as Dragonology, but that is a perversion of the proper Latin Draco (dragon) and logy (from logos: knowledge).

	DracoStar wrote:

	Strictly speaking, dracontology should refer to the study of dragons. It derives from Greek drakon, serpent (plus –ology from a Greek ending that indicated the study of a subject). It’s a kissing cousin to the almost equally rare adjectives draconiform and dracontine, both of which refer to a thing like a dragon. (Draconian, of some law or punishment that is excessively severe, comes instead from Draco, an Athenian legislator of the seventh century BC who made Attila the Hun look like a pussycat.) 
However, those enthusiasts who have an interest in this specialist branch of cryptozoology—the study of animals unknown to science—have hijacked the word for the investigation of such fabulous beasts as the Loch Ness Monster in Scotland and the serpent of Lake Memphrémagog on the Quebec-Vermont border. A site devoted to the latter claims that the word was coined by “a monk at the monastery of St Benoit-du-Lac in response to a request by Jacques Boisvert, a Quebec monster enthusiast who needed a name for the specific study of lake monsters”. 
That small group of researchers who use dracontology for the study of dragons would wish that the good brother had found a less confusing term. How about cryptolacustribestiology? No? I can’t blame you—it’s almost as long as Nessie herself.


http://www.silverdragonbreath.com/forum/viewtopic.php?t=2473
Theories:
There are two prominent theories on the source of the abundant mythology relating to dragons that spans the globe, and the similarity shown in the stories of dragons and dragon-like creatures that developed in many distinctly different and geographically separated cultures.
1: Dragons Exist.  Simply put, there really were (and possibly still are) great flying reptile beasts and that is why so many different cultures bear uncannily similar depictions of dragons.  This theory comes under the greatest deal of skepticism because of a lack of physical evidence (captured dragons, dragon carcasses, dragon eggs, dragon bones and the like) to support it.

2: Universal Primordial Fear.  This theory is based on the concept that ancient humans around the world dealt with large predatory animals, and that over time any culture could easily develop tales of monstrous versions of such creatures based on an almost instinctual memory hardwired into our brains.  There is a lot of support for this theory in the scientific community because of the tendency for people to explain such things as dinosaur bones, ostrich eggs-and even round or oval shaped rocks-and other previously unexplainable phenomena as supernatural, spiritual, or monstrous in nature.
What Constitutes a “Dragon”

Print this: http://www.polenth.demon.co.uk/myth/esswhat.html
Early Dragons
-Greek mythos depicted the Hydra, a many headed serpentine beast that the son of Zeus battled.  This is possibly one of the first notions of something akin to a dragon in myth and legend.
-Norse mythos told of a great serpent that circled the world, known as the Jormungand, the Midguard Serpent.  On numerous occasions, the Thunder God Thor battled the Jormungand.  An interesting note from this legend is that according to some Norse mythos, they believed the world to be round, not flat.  On a separate occasion, before he was admitted into Valhalla, Thor was tricked by the gods into lifting the Midguard Serpent as one of his several tests.  He was told to lift a large housecat, but it was really the serpent with an illusion placed upon it.

-In Ancient Egypt, Serpents were thought of as sacred, and being bitten and killed by some types of snakes (particularly the King Cobra) was thought to bring immortality.  The serpent-dragon Apep represented chaos in Ancient Egyptian mythos because every night he tried to swallow the sun during its journey through the Egyptian underworld known as Duat.

The Egyptian Goddess Sekmet, also called Het and Hert had rulership over fire and was also thought to have some power over storms.  As the daughter of the sun god, Ra, Sekhmet was typically portrayed as a lion-headed goddess wearing the solar disk and uraeus (cobra) headdress. She is one of the goddesses invoked as the "Eye of Ra' with the power to breathe fire upon his enemies.  http://www.mandarava.com/metainfo/goddess/sekhmet.htm  One of her titles was actually “Preeminent in the Castle of Fire.”  http://www.hethert.org/titles_of_sekhmet-het-hert.htm  This combination of serpent and fire breathing beast is a possible for source of modern dragon imagery.

-The Epic of Beowulf has one of the earliest recorded dragons as western culture commonly depicts them today: a winged reptilian with separate front and hind legs that had the ability to breathe fire and bore venomous fangs, the guardian of a large trove of treasures.  This story, though written much later than many eastern and Oriental tales, was quite possibly the basis for much of the dragon myth and legend that was to follow during the Middle Ages and the Medieval Period.
Dragon History
Print this: http://www.draconian.com/history/history.htm
Print this: http://sommerland.org/
