Graduate Studies in Modern Languages at the University of Alabama.

The University of Alabama

The University of Alabama, the flagship institution of higher learning in the state of Alabama, opened its doors to students in 1831. Since that time, the University has grown into a major teaching, research, and service institution enrolling approximately 18,000 students annually, including 3,500 graduate students. The beautiful University campus comprises over 850 acres in the heart of historic Tuscaloosa, the economic and cultural hub of West Alabama. The University community enjoys a wide range of amenities. Artistic and cultural activities include frequent presentations and performances sponsored by the University's nationally recognized programs in music, theater, dance, art, and creative writing. The University sponsors an array of lectures, symposia, colloquia, and other forms of intellectual enrichment. The University boasts superb recreational facilities to help students maintain individual fitness and frequently hosts nationally prominent intercollegiate sporting events.

Tuscaloosa and Vicinity

Situated on the banks of the Black Warrior River, Tuscaloosa is an inviting city of tree-lined streets, friendly people, and a temperate climate. Tuscaloosa and the surrounding metropolitan area, having a combined population of over 100,000, is the hub of West Alabama, where diverse legacies and traditions weave a rich cultural fabric. In and around Tuscaloosa are ancient Indian mounds, countless examples of antebellum architecture, Civil War reenactments, Indian gatherings, civil rights monuments and museums, and festivals devoted to traditional blues, gospel and bluegrass as well as to contemporary music and to the best of Southern arts, crafts and foods. Tuscaloosa is about a four-hour drive from Atlanta, New Orleans, Memphis, Nashville, the Gulf Coast, and the Great Smoky Mountains. Alabama's largest city, Birmingham, is only an hour away. The cost of living in Tuscaloosa is currently more affordable than in many other cities of comparable size. A variety of housing options are available to graduate students on and off-campus.

University Libraries

Library facilities and services for graduate scholars in the humanities and social sciences are made available primarily through the Amelia Gayle Gorgas Library, located on the main quad. In addition to its own online catalog, the Gorgas Library provides access to a variety of computerized databases, both online and CD-ROM, and houses extensive collections of books, journals, microfilm materials, phonograph recordings, maps, manuscripts, and U.S. Government publications. Other campus libraries of special note are the McLure Library, for educational publications, and the W.S. Hoole Special Collections Library, housing the T.P. Thompson collection of lower Mississippi Valley historical documents (including colonial texts in French and Spanish), French revolutionary pamphlets and other rare books.

Graduate Degree Programs in Modern Languages

The tradition of awarding graduate degrees in French, German, Spanish and Romance languages is well-established at the University of Alabama. The University has been awarding master of arts degrees for approximately seventy-five years and doctoral degrees for approximately thirty-five years. In addition to reading the information provided in the following summary descriptions, the prospective student should consult the Graduate Catalog of the University of Alabama about degree-completion requirements. For all degrees, up to half of the required credit hours of course work can be transferred from another institution.

The master of arts degree can be obtained in French, German, Spanish or Romance Languages (a combination involving a major and a minor). For the MA in French or Spanish, there is an additional option of an Applied Linguistics Track. The MA degree in French, German, Spanish or Romance Languages is awarded upon successful completion of 30 semester credit hours of course work (or 24 hours of course work with 6 hours of thesis research) and a comprehensive examination. For the MA degree in French or Spanish with the Applied Linguistics Track, 36 semester credit hours of course work (or 30 hours of course work with 6 hours of thesis research) and a comprehensive examination are required.

The doctor of philosophy degree requires a total of 60 semester credit hours of course work (including up to 30 hours of MA course credits transferred from another institution or all MA course credits earned at this institution), a comprehensive examination, and a dissertation. The Ph.D. in Romance Languages allows for specialization in French or Spanish or for the creation of an individually tailored program in which both the major and the minor can be customized (French and Spanish can be combined with each other or one of them can be combined with other disciplines such as German, Applied Linguistics, Latin American Studies, Italian Studies, etc.; the selection of the course work will depend on course availability and on the previous preparation and the goals of the student).

Study Abroad

For the benefit of students wanting to study abroad,. graduate and undergraduate credit can be obtained for summer academic programs in France, Germany, Italy, and Spain as well as for exchange programs in Austria, France, Germany and Spain. Undergraduate summer programs are also conducted in Greece and Russia, and undergraduate exchange programs are also available for study in Japan and Korea. We encourage students to participate in these opportunities for immersion in the targeted language and culture. More information is available upon request or online at our departmental website: http://www.as.edu/rlc/.

Applications

Prospective students may request an application for admission and a current Graduate Catalog from the Office of the Graduate School, The University of Alabama, Box 870118, Tuscaloosa, AL 35487-0118, phone: (205) 348-5921. To submit an electronic application or to consult the Graduate Catalog online, visit the Graduate School website (http://www.ua.edu/graduate/). The application for admission to the Graduate School must be on file at least six weeks prior to the first day of the intended semester of enrollment. All applicants must submit scores for either the Graduate Record Examination or the Miller Analogies Test.

Financial Assistance

Teaching assistantships, which include a stipend and a waiver of tuition and fees, are available to qualified MA and Ph.D. students. Recipients are required to teach introductory or intermediate language courses or to perform some other service. Exceptionally well qualified applicants can sometimes become the recipients of either the Dean's Merit Assistantship (which provides an enhanced teaching stipend) or a Graduate Council Fellowship (which involves an enhanced stipend with no teaching or other service obligation). Minority students are encouraged to contact the Office of the Graduate School to inquire about other opportunities for financial assistance, such as the Future Faculty Fellows and the Minority Doctoral Scholars programs.

For more information, please write, call or e-mail:

Modern Languages Graduate Programs

University of Alabama

Box 870246

Tuscaloosa, AL 35487-0246

phone:
(205) 348-5059

fax:
(205) 348-2042

Visit our departmental website for programmatic updates and for links to the graduate director:


Modern Languages & Classics
http://www.as.ua.edu/rlc/

Visit the Graduate School website for an electronic application and for online catalog access:


Office of the Graduate School
http://www.ua.edu/graduate/

Graduate Faculty

Robert Bell, Ph.D. (Illinois). German Baroque literature, German exile literature.

Gregory de Rocher, Ph.D. (Michigan). French Renaissance literature, Rabelais, medical and scientific treatises, critical theory.

Bruce T. Edmunds, Ph.D. (Stanford). Seventeenth-century French literature, Pascal.

Barbara Fischer, Ph.D. (California-San Diego). Eighteenth-century German literature, German-Jewish studies, German minority literature.

Thomas C. Fox, Ph.D. (Yale). German women writers, Holocaust studies, East German literature.

Richard F. Glenn, Ph.D. (Duke). Spanish Golden Age literature.

Barbara J. Godorecci, Ph.D. (NYU). Italian medieval literature, humanist literature, Renaissance literature, Machiavelli.

Maurizio A. Godorecci, Ph.D. (NYU). Italian medieval literature, Dante, Vico, poetry, theory.

Constance G. Janiga-Perkins, Ph.D. (Indiana). Latin-American colonial literature, contemporary Latin-American novel.

Judith A. Kirkpatrick, Ph.D. (Indiana). Twentieth-century Spanish peninsular literature, Hispanic women writers, critical theory.

Elaine Martin, Ph.D. (Indiana). Feminism, romanticism, Nazi Germany, German post-war literature.

Claudia Nadine, Ph.D. (California-Irvine). Nineteenth and twentieth-century French literatures, Francophone Africa.

Alice Parker, Ph.D. (Wisconsin). Eighteenth-century French novel and theater, the philosophe movement, French women writers, littérature québécoise, French feminist criticism and theory.

Michael D. Picone, Docteur ès lettres (Paris-Sorbonne). French and Romance linguistics, languages in contact, dialectology, Francophone Louisiana, Francophone Africa.

Yolanda Rivera-Castillo, Ph.D. (California-Davis). Spanish linguistics, phonology, theoretical linguistics, applied linguistics.

Michael A. Schnepf, Ph.D. (Indiana). Nineteenth-century Spanish peninsular literature, Galdós.

Kirk Summers, Ph.D. (Illinois). Neo-Latin, Greco-Roman philosophical literature, Roman religion.

(Note: new hires scheduled for 2000 will augment the graduate faculty listed above)
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