FR 431 Civilisation française contemporaine


Printemps 2008
Professeure: Mayer-Robin

Bureau: 230 B.B. Comer Hall
Permanence: 13h00-14h00 Mardi, Jeudi OU sur rendez-vous
Contact: cmayerro@bama.ua.edu (348-9303) 

FR 431 Section 001 11h00-12h15 Les Mardi et Jeudi → 217 Bidgood Hall

REQUIRED MATERIALS

Steele, Ross, Susan St. Onge, and Ronald St. Onge. La civilisation française en évolution II. Institutions et culture de la Ve République. USA: Thomson Heinle, 1997.
Bezbakh, Pierre. Le Petit Larousse de l’histoire de France. Des Origines à nos jours. Paris: Larousse, 2006.

FR 431 Coursepack (this item will become available at the UA Supply Store in the 2nd week of the semester).

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS

Barson, John. La Grammaire à l’oeuvre. 5th Ed. Holt Rinehart & Winston, 1995.

Dictionnaire unilingue: Le Petit Robert de la langue française. 40ème Ed. 2007.

Kendris, Christopher and Theodore. 501 French Verbs. 5th Ed. 2003.

Morton, Jacqueline. English Grammar for Students of French: The Study Guide for Those
Learning French. 5th Ed. Ann Arbor: The Olivia and Hill Press, 2002.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Catalog description: Prerequisites: FR 321, FR 322, FR 323. Exploration of the political, technological, and cultural movements of France from 1871 to the present. Offered alternate spring semesters. 
In this fourth-year civilization course, students develop an awareness of contemporary French culture as it has been shaped since the French Revolution (1789). Reading, writing, listening and speaking skills will be solicited and evaluated continually. The six units of the required course text (La Civilisation française en évolution II) will be supplemented by additional readings in a course pack and in the volume titled Le Petit Larousse de l’histoire de France, all of which must be completed prior to each course meeting in order to generate meaningful and useful discussion and to prepare students for in-class writing activities. The textbooks and reading materials do not make extensive use of English, and presuppose advanced reading competency and students’ ability to analyze their own cultural knowledge, juxtaposing it with new discoveries about post-revolutionary France. Class instruction, interactions and participation will be entirely in French; however students are encouraged to discuss questions and/or concerns with the professor in English after class and/or during office hours.
EXPECTED LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon completion of this course, students should be able to demonstrate competency in all the skill areas at the advanced to advanced-high level with a focus on the non-fictional readings that form the content of the course. Students will:

· Integrate techniques and strategies to improve their reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills in French.

· Develop their ability to write and converse about cultural, historical, and civic concepts particular to post-revolutionary France.

· Write descriptively, persuasively, and analytically on a variety of topics allowing them to consider their own cultural heritage with relation to their new discoveries about France.

· Demonstrate mastery of grammatical structures and vocabulary appropriate to these types of writing and to the intelligent discussion of course readings.

· Develop proof-reading strategies through peer-editing and rewriting processes.

· Sharpen their skills for analyzing and debating concepts relative to modern Western culture.

METHODS FOR ASSESSING EXPECTED LEARNING OUTCOMES
Students will be assessed on regular short writing assignments, in-class quizzes (which may or may not be announced), dictations, memorization and in-class recitation of poetry, active and productive participation in classroom group discussions and pair work, written exams, compositions (with opportunities for peer-editing, rewriting and revision), and a final exam. See descriptions and weighting system below for each of these assessment categories.
GRADING

	97-100 A+
	94-96 A
	90-93 A-
	87-89 B+

	84-86 B
	80-83 B-
	77-79 C+
	74-76 C

	70-73 C-
	67-69 D+
	64-66 D
	60-63 D-


Anything below 60 results in an F.
Participation 10% 

Active class participation is extremely important in mastering the target language. You should strive to express yourself in French whenever possible. Volunteerism is highly regarded by the professor and demonstrates your preparedness for the day’s lesson and discussion. This somewhat subjective grade will be based on your consistent readiness in class to be productive, share your prepared homework, respond when called upon, volunteer answers, and converse in French. It goes without saying that students may not eat, sleep, chew gum, and/or make or receive phone calls in class. Consistent late arrivals may affect the participation grade.

Attendance 10%
You cannot pass the course if you miss more than SIX meetings, regardless of the reason for the absence (health, personal, athletic, etc.). If you anticipate being away for any reason, discuss your absence with me ahead of time, so that you can keep up with your assignments. It is your responsibility to keep abreast of course activities, assignments, exams, due dates, etc. In-class quizzes and some in-class assignments missed due to an absence may be made up during regularly scheduled office hours, up to one week following the absence. Consistent late arrivals to class or early departures may be considered as absences. The following scale assigns a point value to attendance. 
	0 absences: 100 pts
	2 absences: 80 pts

	4 absences: 60 pts
	6 absences: 40 pts

	1 absence: 90 pts
	3 absences: 70 pts

	5 absences: 50 pts 
	7 absences = NP

	
	
	
	


Homework, Quizzes, Classroom Writing 20%

Homework will be assigned almost daily, the bulk of it reading. There will be a short quiz, dictation, discussion exercise, and/or writing assignment during each class, excepting exam days. Quizzes may be in the form of short dictations, reading comprehension exercises, short analytical or descriptive paragraphs, language exercises, vocabulary practice, or translations. It goes without saying that your performance on these activities will depend entirely on your thorough preparation of the homework reading. Some of these exercises will be graded, others will not. In the event of an absence, it is the student’s responsibility to discuss with the professor any missed work and to make up any graded assignments (during office hours only).  
Compositions 20%

You will write two compositions. Each will be revised and corrected using and error correction code (see below). All compositions must be typed on a word-processor, double-spaced, with accents and appropriate punctuation and capitalization. Use your dictionary to triple check noun gender, verb conjugations, and spelling. Your first draft will be peer-edited in class and subsequently revised at home. You will then turn in the revised draft, which will be returned to you with suggestions for corrections and revision. Ample time will be provided for you to develop your papers and make necessary corrections. The final version will be submitted along with the original drafts. Compositions submitted without accents and/or without the originals will be returned to you without a grade. Only substantially improved compositions will receive a higher grade on the final version.

Code De Correction à utiliser pour les compositions

	
	Comment l’interpréter
	Source De L’erreur

	?

≠
angl.

O

S

Ac

Av

Aj

Ar

Ax

Par

Pp

P

Pr

Vo

V

Cj

C

T

M
	Je ne comprends pas

Différent

Anglicisme

Orthographe

Syntax

Accord

Adverbe

Adjectif

Article

Auxiliaire

Participe 

Préposition

Pronom

Pronom relatif

Vocabulaire

Verbe

Conjugaison

Conjonction

Temps

Mode
	Something is missing or misused

Use a different word of the same nature: article, verb, pronoun, 

English expression/construction: find equivalent in French

Check spelling

Check word order

Check agreement: sub/vb – noun/adj – past participle

Use adverb

Use adjective

Article is necessary, or a different article must be use

Use a different auxiliary verb (être vs. avoir, s’être vs. être)

Check past participle

Preposition is needed or use a different one (à, de, pour, avec…)

Pronoun is needed or use a different one (la, lui, leur, lequel, se…)

Rel. pronoun is needed or use a different one (qui, que, dont…)

Use a different vocabulary word, or verify the one used

Use another verb, but keep the same tense, conjugation

Check conjugation

Conjunction is needed (que, pendant que, bien que, après que…)

Same verb, change the tense (imperfect vs. passé compose…)

Use a different mood (indicative, subjunctive, infinitive, condit…)


Exams 25%

Two written exams (covering readings and class discussions) will be scheduled during the semester (see the Calendrier provisoire on the last page of this document). You will be tested on your understanding of the units and ancillary materials read and discussed in class: concepts, history, vocabulary, language, and cultural content. You will also be asked to develop answers to open-ended, short essay questions that allow you to think critically about aspects of the culture, sometimes in relation to your understanding of your own cultural heritage. There will be an oral exam (in the form of a group, in-class presentation) on the last two days of class. 

Final Exam 15%

The comprehensive final exam will address all the coursework completed during the semester. There will be an oral component (details to be announced). According to the Spring 2008 Final Exam Schedule of the University of Alabama, the exam will take place on Friday, May 9, 2008, from 8:00-10:30, in our regular classroom (217 Bidgood).

CODE OF ACADEMIC CONDUCT

All students in attendance at the University of Alabama are expected to be honorable and to observe standards of conduct appropriate to a community of scholars. The University expects from its students a higher standard of conduct than the minimum required to avoid discipline. Academic misconduct includes all acts of dishonesty in any academically related matter and any knowing or intentional help or attempt to help, or conspiracy to help, another student.

The Academic Misconduct Disciplinary Policy will be followed in the event of academic misconduct.

DISABILITY ACCOMMODATION STATEMENT

Students with disabilities are encouraged to register with the Office of Disability Services, 348-4285. Thereafter, you are invited to schedule appointments to see me during my office hours to discuss accommodations and other special needs.

CALENDRIER PROVISOIRE

The items listed in each column refer to the texts (and in some cases films, songs, poems, or web sites) we will discuss on that particular day. You are expected to have completed all reading prior to the class meeting. PLHF = Le Petit Larousse de l’histoire de France; CFE (Dossiers) = La civilisation française en évolution II ; CP = Coursepack.You will be expected to view several films (on reserve at Gorgas Library, Music Room, 3rd floor) throughout the semester: please plan accordingly as only two people can view the film at one time. Maintain a vocabulary and reaction/summary journal as you read (I recommend a spiral or composition notebook that you keep separate from your other course notes). This calendar is provisional, and new readings may be added, removed, or substituted, at the discretion of the professor.

	Mardi
	Jeudi

	
	10 janvier    Introduction au cours: Vive la France!

	15 jan.   CP La Marseillaise; La Déclaration des droits de l’homme et du citoyen + PLHF (Le guide 18-19, 52-53, 65)
	17 jan.   CP La Déclaration des droits de la femme; Liberté (Éluard)

	22 jan.   CP Chant des Partisans; Motivés (Zebda) 
	24 jan.    Composition I (voir CP)

	29 jan.   CFE Dossier 1 La famille et le rôle de la femme (2-11) + CP Une lettre (Sallenave)
	31 jan.    CFE Dossier 1 Le logement (12-24); CFE Dossier 2 La diversité (57-70)

	5 février   CFE Dossier 2 Les milieux sociaux (71-79); Les religions (80-85)
	7 fév.   CFE Dossier 2 L’enseignement (86-103) + CP Le foulard à l’école

	12 fév.  CP Damnés de la terre; Du melting-pot américain au creuset français
	14 fév.   Films en réserve à Gorgas: La Haine & Métisse (Kassovitz) 

	19 fév.   CFE Dossier 6 L’identité culturelle de la France (330-353)
	21 fév.   PLHF (565-573; Le guide 61) + CFE Dossier 6 La francophonie (316-329)

	26 fév.  Film en réserve à Gorgas: Miel et cendres (Nadia Farès)
	28 fév.   CP Il n’y a pas d’exil (Assia Djebar)

	4 mars   CP Il n’y a pas d’exil (Assia Djebar)
	6 mars   Examen écrit I

	11 mars   CFE Dossier 5 Les « intellos » (237-246); La littérature (247-258)
	13 mars   CFE Dossier 5 La culture moderne (273-293)

	18 mars Vacances du printemps
	20 mars Vacances du printemps

	25 mars Cours annulé (conférence)
	27 mars (remplaçant) Composition II (voir CP)

	1 avril   CFE Dossier 1 Cuisine et gastronomie (25-31); CP Ce que nous mangeons vraiment
	3 avril   CFE Dossier 4 Centralisation et décentralisation (183-193); Nationalisation et privatisation (194-204); La technologie (205-210)

	8 avril   PLHF Charlemagne (63-69) + CFE Dossier 4 L’Union européenne (223-232) + PLHF Communauté économique européenne (752-753);  Économie, 1981 à nos jours (841-849)
	10 avril   PLHF Chronologie (674-676);  Introduction (677-679); CFE Dossier 3 Les institutions politiques (117-126); Les partis politiques (127-134)

	15 avril   CFE Dossier 3 Les présidents de la Vième  République (135-166)
	17 avril (remplaçant) CFE Dossier 3 L’avenir européen (167-177)

	22 avril   Sarkozy, Actualités et controverses 
	24 avril  Examen écrit II

	29 avril   Présentations orales
	1 mai    Présentations orales

	Vendredi 9 mai 2008 → 8h00-10h30 → Examen Final
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