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2009 Phi Beta Kappa Visiting Scholar Anna Tsing:   “Fugues for Multi-Species Living”


Anna Tsing, Professor of Anthropology at the University of California-Santa Cruz, will give the Phi Beta Kappa Visiting Scholar Lecture for 2009 at the Gorgas Library, Room 205, at 7 PM on Monday, March 2, 2009.    The lecture, titled “Fugues for Multi-Species Living,” is based on Dr. Tsing’s research on a high-value wild mushroom growing in Japan known as matsutake.   This research has led her to explore several concurrent “stories” about this mushroom:  stories about evolutionary biology, historical archaeology, microbiology, culture, and international economics.  The challenge, she says, is to “hear such diverse stories together,” and her lecture “offers a music lover’s tactic for training our ‘ears.’”  By  learning how the matsutake has grown and evolved in relation with other species (such as the red pine and human beings), and how it fits into the larger picture of globalized commerce and culture, we can gain insight into the history and the future of how species can co-exist together.  The lecture is free and open the public.


Dr. Tsing has been a Visiting Professor/Scholar at Harvard University, the University of Chicago, the Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton, and the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences.  She received her BA at Yale and her MA and PhD at Stanford University.  At UC Santa Cruz, she teaches courses on ethnography, Southeast Asia, feminist anthropology, and social theory.  Her books include Friction:  An Ethnography of Global Connection (2004, Princeton University Press), winner of the American Ethnological Association Senior Book Prize;  and In the Realm of the Diamond Queen:  Marginality in an Out-of-the-Way Place (1993, Princeton University Press), winner of the Association for Asian Studies’ Benda Prize.     


In addition to her public lecture, Dr. Tsing will spend some of her time at UA meeting and discussing her work with students and faculty in New College, the Blount Undergraduate Initiative, and the Department of Anthropology.   On her current lecture tour as a Phi Beta Kappa Visiting Scholar, Dr. Tsing has visited the University of Michigan, Cornell College (Iowa), the University of Minnesota, Hamline University, and the University of Colorado, and she is scheduled to speak later this Spring at Tufts, Middlebury College, and McDaniel College (Maryland). 

 Phi Beta Kappa, whose local UA chapter is Alpha of Alabama, is the oldest (1776)  national academic honor society, with chapters at 276 colleges and universities.  Dr. Tsing’s lecture at UA is made possible by the J.P. Allgood Endowed Phi Beta Kappa Lectureship Support Fund.  
   

